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he law of copyright is in dire need of reform because in its current form it could eliminate the

limited access to education materials in the country. The situation will be made worse if the
World Trade Organisation’s Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Agreement is to come
into force on 1st July 2013.

Until August 2007, Uganda operated under the Copyright Act Chapter 215 of laws of Uganda of
1964. This was succeeded by the Copyright and Neighbouring Rights Act No.19 of 2006. The
object of this new law was to replace and update the previous law to line up with the WTO TRIPS
Agreement.

Because Uganda In April 1994 signed the Marrakesh Agreement establishing the World Trade
Organisation (WTO), Uganda is required to ensure that her laws and regulations are brought to
conform to the Member States’ obligations under the Agreement. Uganda is also a member of
the East African Community (EAC) alongside Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda and Burundi. The EAC
resolved to update intellectual property laws to protect creative industries in the region. Uganda
is also a member of the African Regional Intellectual Property Organisation (ARIPO), and is
therefore required to harmonise intellectual property laws with the other regional group members.

This environment of external pressure, coupled with some internal demands from recording/
performing artists, created a certain kind of copyright policymaking environment in Uganda. This
policymaking environment led to a Private Member’s Bill in 2004, the Copyright Bill of 2004,
which became the 2006 Copyright Act, which, because of its scant focus on teaching and learning
exceptions, will have potentially serious consequences for education and research.

The Member of Parliament responsible for the Bill was greatly influenced by the perspectives of
musicians, and in general, the revised 2006 Copyright Act places great emphasis on enforcement —
an emphasis which has the potential to limit access to educational and research materials.

It is therefore important that affected parties are given an improved understanding of the use of
Creative Commons initiatives to mediate the copyright law bottle necks and start discussions to
influence the Copyright law reform process now.

What is a copyright?

A Copyright refers to legal protection given to creators of “works of the mind”. The legal Protection
infers an exclusive right to a creator to control production and use of the work by others. The
creator has the right to control the reproduction (making copies), distribution of copies, public
performance, broadcast and translation of their work.
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